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ABSTRACT: In bulk-heterojunction polymer solar cells (PSC), the molecular-level
mixing between conjugated polymer donors and small-molecule acceptors plays a
crucial role in obtaining a desirable morphology and good device stability. It has been
recently shown that the thermodynamic limit of this mixing can be quantified by the
liquidus miscibility, the composition of the small-molecule acceptor in amorphous
phases in the presence of small-molecule crystals, and then converted to the Flory−
Huggins interaction parameter χ. This conversion maps out the amorphous
miscibility. Moreover, the quantitative relations between χ and the fill factor of
PSC devices were established recently. However, the commonly used measurement of
this liquidus miscibility, scanning transmission X-ray microscopy, is not easily and
readily accessible. Here, we delineate a method based on common visible light
microscopy and ultraviolet−visible absorption spectroscopy to replace the X-ray
measurements. To demonstrate the feasibility of this technique and methodology, a
variety of conjugated polymers (PffBT4T-C9C13, PDPP3T PBDT-TS1, PTB7-Th, and FTAZ) and their miscibility with
fullerenes or nonfullerene small molecules (PC71BM, PC61BM, and EH-IDTBR) are characterized. The establishment of this
methodology will pave the way to a wider use of the liquidus miscibility and the critical miscibility-function relations to optimize
the device performance and obtain good stability in PSCs and other devices.
1. INTRODUCTION
The strategy of blending two or more materials, bringing about
synergistic and surprising properties in structure, electronics,
dielectrics, optics, thermodynamics, mechanics, and texture,
contributes much to the development of organic solar cells
(OSC),1 organic light-emitting diodes (OLED),2 organic field-
effect transistors (OFET),3 ferroelectric devices,4 and organic
thermoelectrics.5 A fundamental thermodynamic aspect about
blending is how much the blended materials can mix with each
other at the molecular level. This is referred to as miscibility, a
parameter that is often significant in determining final properties
of applications. For example, in thermoelectrics, the miscibility
between the host and dopant materials determines the dopant
concentration, which may affect the electrical conductivity.5
Particularly in the bulk heterojunction (BHJ) polymer solar cells
(PSCs), the miscibility between electron-donating polymers and
electron-accepting molecules in the photoactive layers plays an
important role in the morphology formation,6−10 which has a
direct impact on the exciton dissociation, charge transport, and
charge recombination. The molecular mixing is an intrinsic and
defining property, whose absence provides the driving force for
mixed donor and acceptor materials to phase separate.
Quantifying and measuring this miscibility is necessary and
critical for understanding polymer solar cells and the ability of
new materials to combine to achieve high performance.
Furthermore, creating a wide-ranging database will be also help
in developing predictive computational tools.
In polymer solar cells, amorphous miscibility between the
donor and the acceptor is important for device performance for
several reasons. First, molecular mixing governs phase behavior
and morphology formation and, consequently, affects charge
recombination and charge collection efficiency, which will
directly influence device performance.6,7 Second, amorphous
miscibility has an impact on some measured morphological
parameters, such as long period and root-mean-square
composition variations related to average purity,11 whose
quantitative relations to short-circuit current (Jsc) or fill factor
(FF) have been established in a number of systems.12,13 Recently,
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the approach to converting liquidus miscibility, which quantifies
the composition of the mixed, amorphous domains in local
thermodynamic equilibrium in the presence of small-molecule
crystals, into Flory−Huggins interaction parameter χ(T) has
been introduced and the quantitative relations between χ(T) and
FF have been reported.14 Moreover, miscibility is also a principal
factor to determine the upper limit of the purity in the mixed
phases,11 and changes the sensitivity of domain spacing to
fullerene loading.15 Third, the amorphous miscibility can also
determine the stability of active layers and excessively low
miscibility may induce burn-in degradation.16 There exists an
optimum polymer-small molecule miscibility in the active layer.
For example, for strongly immiscible systems, large-scale phase
separation or excessive purification will occur which will prevent
the polymer donors from establishing the desirable nanoscale
morphology, but, for highly miscible systems, charge recombi-
nation will be intensified because the small molecule
concentration is much higher than the percolation threshold17,18
in the mixed phase. The ideal miscibility is likely near the
percolation threshold. The measurement of the temperature-
dependent liquidus miscibility can help map out the phase
diagram, giving us a better understanding of the thermodynamic
properties of a certain system.
Previously, liquidus miscibility has been successfully measured
by several methods, such as scanning transmission X-ray
microscopy (STXM),6,11,15,18 dynamic secondary ion mass
spectrometry (DSIMS),7,19 and energy filtered transmission
electron microscopy (EFTEM).20−22 Among these, STXM has
been the method used most extensively. However, STXM
requires the use of a synchrotron radiation facility, which is not
easily accessible for all the research groups or at any time. DSIMS
can measure liquidus and even amorphous miscibility14
straightforwardly if there is a unique molecular fragment.
Unfortunately, it is expensive and often unavailable in some
laboratories that focus on organic electronics. Additionally, some
systems require deuteration to provide a discriminating signal. It
also requires a high level of expertise in the sample preparation of
suitable bilayers. EFTEM is not a general method for liquidus
miscibility measurement for the reason that it is not sensitive
enough to differentiate two mixed organic materials with low
material contrast.21,22 The limitation of these methods and the
challenges to using them routinely hinders the universal
determination and application of liquidus miscibility to a wider
scope.
Here, we present an easily and widely accessible method to
measure the uncorrected liquidus miscibility, a measure that has
not yet normalized out the crystalline volume fraction of a
semicrystalline polymer. It is based on a combination of visible
light microscopy (VLM) and standard ultraviolet−visible (UV−
vis) absorption spectroscopy without any spatial resolution. Both
methods are readily available in many research laboratories. This
UV−vis method uses similar sample preparation protocols to
measurements using STXM. After reaching local thermodynamic
equilibrium, the absorption spectra of the mixed amorphous
domains in blend films is a linear combination of the reference
spectra of its two constituent components, which can be
measured with neat films. By fitting the blend spectra with a
linear superposition of the neat reference spectra, the
(uncorrected) liquidus miscibility is obtained. Starting with
PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM as a model system, whose uncorrected
liquidus miscibility has previously been characterized,16 we
extend the approach to characterizing other systems including
PDPP3T:PC61BM, PBDT-TS1:PC71BM, PTB7-Th:PC71BM,
and FTAZ:EH-IDTBR. These five combinations are representa-
tives of a broad range of different types of materials systems,
including a nonfullerene acceptor system and yield high
performing devices with significant interest to the research
community. The results from this UV−vis method are
successfully verified by STXM method. This new and easily
accessible method is of significance for the wide use of liquidus
miscibility in helping optimize polymer solar cells and other
devices.
2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTIONS
2.1. Materials. The polymer PBDT-TS123 and FTAZ24 used
in this work are synthesized according to previously published
methods. The PTB7-Th and the PDPP3T are purchased from
Solarmer, Inc.; the PffBT4T-C9C13 is obtained from Raynergy
Tek, and the EH-IDTBR is acquired from 1-Material.
2.2. Instruments. Transmission VLM images are acquired
using a Nikon Labophot-2 microscope. The UV−vis absorption
spectra are recorded using a Cary 50 spectrophotometer with the
wavelength from 300 to 1000 nm. In the UV−vis experiment,
optical density (O.D.) is evaluated by measuring the trans-
mission intensity with the active layer (I) and without the active
layer (I0) and calculated as O.D. = −log10(I/I0). STXM
measurements are conducted at beamline 5.3.2.225 of the
Advanced Light Source (ALS) using films floated onto TEM
grids and analyzed following previously established protocols.26
2.3. Experimental Procedures. First, all the glass substrates
are cleaned via ultrasonication in deionized water, acetone, and
isopropanol for 15 min, respectively, and then cleaned with
ultraviolet ozone light for another 15 min. For the model system,
PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM, the solution for blend films are
prepared by dissolving 15 mg/mL PffBT4T-C9C13 and 15 mg/
mL PC71BM in 1,2-dichlorobenzene, while the solutions for the
neat polymer films and neat fullerene films contain 15 mg/mL
PffBT4T-C9C13 and 15 mg/mL PC71BM, respectively. The films
are made by spin-casting the solutions at 1000 rpm onto
polystyrenesulfonate (PSS) coated glass substrates after stirring
the solutions at 80 °C overnight. The parameters for other
systems are described in the Supporting Information. Second,
PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blend films are isothermally annealed
at various temperatures, such as 160 °C, 180 °C, and so on, up to
3 days to reach the local thermodynamic equilibrium, verified by
the VLM images displayed later. All thermal annealing is carried
out inside a glovebox (N2 atmosphere) to avoid possible effects
of photooxidative degradation at elevated temperatures that
might occur under ambient conditions. Subsequently, the UV−
vis absorption spectra of the neat films and thermally annealed
blend films are measured via a UV−vis absorption spectroscopy.
Since the optical density (O.D.) follows the formula O.D. = μρt,
where μ is the energy-dependent mass absorption coefficient, ρ is
the density, and t is the film thickness, all the measured UV−vis
absorption spectra of reference spectra should be normalized by
its mass thickness (ρt) to yield the mass-absorption coefficient μ.
Finally, the spectrum of a blend film annealed at a certain
temperature is fitted with a linear superposition of the reference
spectra of neat films, with the ratio of linear coefficients giving the
uncorrected liquidus miscibility at this temperature. We refer to
average composition ratio as uncorrected liquidus miscibility
since some of the polymers are semicrystalline and one would
need to be normalized out the crystalline volume fraction of
semicrystalline polymer to arrive at the correct composition of
the mixed amorphous domains. After measuring the UV−vis
absorption spectra, the blend films are floated onto deionized
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water and transferred and mounted on TEM grids for later
STXM measurement to measure the uncorrected liquidus
miscibility on the very same samples. The overall measuring
flowchart is depicted in Figure 1.
3. RESULTS
To evaluate the capability of the UV−vis method in character-
izing the (uncorrected) liquidus miscibility, we test the following
five different systems that are representative of comprehensive
OPV systems: PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM, PDPP3T:PC61BM,
Figure 1. A flowchart describing the steps to measure the temperature-dependent miscibility. Take a polymer:PC71BM system as an example. (a) Use of
visible light microscopy (VLM) to ensure the local thermodynamic equilibrium is reached. This local thermodynamic equilibrium state is reached in a
thermally annealed polymer:fullerene blend film, when the fullerene crystals are embedded in a uniformmatrix without depletion gradients. (b) UV−vis
absorption spectra are acquired on the neat films and thermally annealed blend films. (c) The polymer:fullerene blend spectrum is fitted with the linear
combination of the neat, mass−thickness normalized reference spectra. (d) The liquidus line can be acquired. In the phase diagram, the liquidus is the
equilibrium composition between the amorphous, mixed phase and the PCBM crystals corresponding to the liquidus miscibility while the binodal is the
coexistence curve of binary amorphous mixtures of polymer:PCBM blends corresponding to the amorphous miscibility when PCBM crystals have been
suppressed. We note that the UV−vis averages over both the polymer-rich matrix as well as the PCBM crystals. We will show later that the presence of
PCBM crystals does not introduce a significant measurement error, as the PCBM crystals are so thick and absorbing that they act similar to any
completely opaque “dust spec” and thus do not contribute significantly to the UV−vis spectrum or a heterogeneous sample measured in absorption by
detecting transmitted light.
Figure 2. Molecular structures of materials used.
DOI: 10.1021/acs.chemmater.8b00889
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PBDT-TS1:PC71BM, PTB7-Th:PC71BM, and FTAZ:EH-
IDTBR. The molecular structures of the materials used are
shown in Figure 2. Among these, PffBT4T-C9C13 and PDPP3T
are common semicrystalline polymers, while PBDT-TS1, PTB7-
Th, and FTAZ are common amorphous polymers. PffBT4T-
C9C13:PC71BM, PDPP3T:PC61BM, and FTAZ:EH-IDTBR are
systems with relatively high Flory−Huggins interaction param-
eter χ and low miscibility while PBDT-TS1:PC71BM and PTB7-
Th:PC71BM are the opposite. Their temperature dependence of
miscibility/χ also varies substantially. Furthermore, all the
polymers used are high performing for their respective bandgap
and class of materials with significant interest to the research
community.
PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM is used as the primary model system.
PffBT4T-C9C13 is of high interest for photovoltaic applications
due to its benchmark power conversion efficiency it can reach.27
Visible light microscopy images acquired of the PffBT4T-
C9C13:PC71BM blend annealed at 240 °C are displayed in Figure
3, which exhibits the micrometer-scale fullerene crystals that are
phase separated out of the blend over time. From the images,
Figure 3. Transmission VLM images of phase-separated blends of a 6:4 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM annealed at 240 °C for (a) 5 min, (b) 15 min,
(c) 30 min, (d) 23 h, and (e) 80 h. PCBM depletion regions are observed to be the small areas beside the PCBM crystals as shown in panel a and then
they grow with annealing time displayed in panels b and c until they are expanded to the whole region in panels d and e. (f) 2D STXM image of 6:4 (w/
w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blend annealed at 200 °C for 3 days and the red arrow indicates the location and direction of STXM line scan. The uniform
white area is a region without sample that is used to measure the incident X-ray intensity.
Figure 4. Transmission VLM images of phase-separated blends of 1:1 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM annealed at (a) 160 °C for 78 h, (b) 180 °C for
65 h, and (c) 200 °C for 78 h. (d) UV−vis absorption spectra of 1:1 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blends annealed at different temperatures and the
highest intensity of each spectrum is normalized to be 1. (e) Comparison between the fitted spectrum fromUV−vis method and the measured spectrum
for 1:1 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blend annealed at 240 °C. (f) The plot of temperature dependent uncorrected liquidus miscibility for PffBT4T-
C9C13 mixed with PC71BM, where ϕPolymer is the uncorrected composition of PffBT4T-C9C13 in the amorphous, mixed phase. It is determined by both
the UV−vis method and STXM. The gray band is the reported percolation threshold,8 where the polymer volume fraction is around 0.8−0.85. The
liquidus line separating one phase and two phase regions are conceptual and not fits to a model or theory.
DOI: 10.1021/acs.chemmater.8b00889
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during extensive thermal annealing, PCBM in the blends in
excess of the liquidus composition will be driven to diffuse out of
the mixed phases to form large crystals manymicrometers in size,
as observed in Figure 3a. Surrounding those crystals, PCBM
depletion regions can be observed during the early stages of this
process (the light regions in Figure 3a−3c).28 As a result, the
concentration of PCBM in the mixed amorphous phases is
reduced, and small phase-separated PCBM domains are
eliminated. PCBM depletion regions grow with annealing time
until depletion fronts disappear completely (Figure 3d) when
(local) thermodynamic equilibrium has been reached. The final,
thermodynamic residual PCBM concentration in the amorphous
volume fraction of PffBT4T-C9C13 is determined by the liquidus
miscibility between the polymer and the fullerene. In this
thermodynamic local equilibrium state (Figure 3e), fullerene
crystals are embedded in a uniform matrix without depletion
gradients. True equilibrium would be reached if the fullerene had
been drawn into a single PCBM crystal. The differences between
true and local equilibrium are neglectable for the purpose here.
The fullerene volume fraction in the uniform matrix is quantified
by the liquidus miscibility once the crystalline volume fraction is
taken into consideration.16
Figure 4a−4c shows the transmitted VLM images of the
PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM films at thermodynamic equilibrium
state after annealing at 160 °C, 180 °C, and 200 °C. It is
interesting to notice that the fullerene crystals formed during
thermal annealing at different temperatures are observed with
different shapes and different density, which is of no consequence
for our measurements. The absorption spectra of the blend films
annealed at different temperatures are shown in Figure 4d. The
main difference between the spectra is at low wavelengths below
600 nm, attributable to the much higher absorbance of PC71BM
than that of PffBT4T-C9C13 at low wavelengths as shown in
Figure S1. It is also an indication of the different composition of
PC71BM in the mixed amorphous phase in those measured films.
The UV−vis absorption spectra of the annealed PffBT4T-
C9C13:PC71BM films are then fitted with a linear superposition of
the reference spectra acquired from the neat films. Figure 4f
displays the resulting average residual PCBM volume fractions,
which is also called the uncorrected liquidus miscibility since the
possible pure polymer phase depending on the degree of
crystallinity of the polymer has not yet been normalized out.
To crosscheck the validity of the fitted uncorrected liquidus
miscibility, scanning transmission X-ray microscopy (STXM)
measurement is used as a calibration tool that can avoid the
PCBM crystals and measure only between crystals. STXM is
well-established and the most used tool to measure the
(uncorrected) liquidus miscibility in OPV systems.26 To provide
context, we briefly delineate the basics of the STXM miscibility
measurement methodology. In STXM, an incident soft X-ray
beam can be focused by a zone plate onto a small spot (tens of
nanometers) on a sample and the transmitted near-edge X-ray
absorption fine structure (NEXAFS) spectra are recorded by a
detector as a function of the sample position and energy, for
example by repeatedly scanning across a certain line in the
sample while the energies are varied near the absorption edge. It
can differentiate organic materials with high compositional
sensitivity and, consequently, is capable of quantifying the
composition of the mixed matrix in polymer:fullerene blend
films. After the thermodynamic equilibrium state at a certain
temperature is reached (Figure 3e), a line scan between and
across PC71BM crystals can bemeasured with the assistance of X-
ray microscopy. When NEXAFS spectra are also acquired on a
neat polymer film and a neat fullerene film, the spectrum of the
blend sample at the PCBM depletion region can be fitted with a
linear combination of the neat reference spectrum of the polymer
and the fullerene, quantifying the uncorrected liquidusmiscibility
at this temperature. Here, the very same PffBT4T-
C9C13:PC71BM blend films used in the UV−vis methodology
are characterized by the STXM measurement. The measured
NEXAFS spectra are fitted according to the previously
established protocol26 (see Figure S1 for the fitting details).
Figure 5. Plots of temperature dependent liquidus and uncorrected liquidus miscibility measured by both the UV−vis absorption method and STXM
method for UV−vis absorption spectra of (a) 6:4 (w/w) PDPP3T:PC61BM, (b) 6:4 (w/w) PBDT-TS1:PC71BM, and (c) 1:1 (w/w) PTB7-
Th:PC71BM, blends annealed at different temperatures, and the plot of temperature dependent liquidus liquidus miscibility measured by the UV−vis
methodology for (d) 7:3 (w/w) FTAZ:EH-IDTBR annealed at different temperatures. The liquidus line separating one phase and two phase regions are
conceptual and not fits to a model or theory. The polymer crystals in PDPP3T are not considered and provide likely only a very small perturbation.
DOI: 10.1021/acs.chemmater.8b00889
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The resulting average residual fullerene volume fractions in the
PCBM-depleted regions at different temperatures are over-
plotted in Figure 4f. The results from these two methods are
consistent with each other well within the error bars of each
measurement.
The main difference between the UV−vis methodology and
STXM methodology lies in the different beam sizes of the UV−
vis absorption spectroscopy and STXM used to acquire the
spectra, which are hundreds of micrometers and tens of
nanometers, respectively. The beam size of a UV−vis spectros-
copy is so large that the measured area covers both the mixed
amorphous phases and PCBM crystals for the thermally annealed
blend films. It seems counterintuitive to quantify the
composition of the mixed amorphous phases without enough
spatial resolution. However, in an absorption experiment in
transmission of any kind, the transmitted flux is subject to an
exponential absorption. In samples with large variations in
optical density and thicknesses that are larger than those
corresponding the linearized region of the exponential
absorption, spectral distortions such as absorption saturation
occurs as the majority of the signal is from the most transparent
regions. Here, we make use of strong absorption saturation
effects, and it is ultimately proven that the high absorbance of the
large and thick PCBM crystals provides a negligible signal
compared with that of the mixed amorphous phases. The error
introduced by the crystals is small enough to be neglected for the
reason that the final results from these two methodologies match
with each other.
After successfully characterizing the uncorrected liquidus
miscibility of PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM, the UV−vis method-
ology is extended to three additional polymer:fullerene systems:
PDPP3T:PC61BM, PBDT-TS1: PC71BM, PTB7-Th:PC71BM,
and the nonfullerene system FTAZ:EH-IDTBR. For the
PDPP3T:PC61BM system, PDPP3T is also a semicrystalline
polymer similar to PffBT4T-C9C13 while PC61BM is used as the
acceptor. The uncorrected liquidus miscibility of the
PDPP3T:PC61BM blend is quantified with the same protocol
(details in Figure S2) described above by the UV−vis
methodology, showing good agreement with the results from
STXMmethod within the error bars too (Figure 5a). PBDT-TS1
is a common amorphous polymer different from the PffBT4T-
C9C13. Hence, the liquidus for PBDT-TS1:PC71BM is measured
directly without having to correct for a crystalline volume
fraction. The VLM images (Figure S3) show that the PCBM in
the PBDT-TS1: PC71BM blend films are also phase-separated to
form micrometer-scale fullerene crystals and, consequently, be
qualified to quantify the liquidus miscibility with the UV−vis
methodology. After fitting the spectra of annealed blend films to
the corresponding reference spectra with both UV−vis and
STXM methodologies, the results are displayed in Figure 5b.
They again match well with each other, illustrating the reliability
of the UV−vis methodology. For the PTB7-Th:PC71BM system,
PTB7-Th is in the same family with PBDT-TS1. Although it has a
similar structure with PBDT-TS1, shapes of the PCBM crystals
formed during the thermal annealing are totally different as
shown in the VLM images (Figure S4) of the PTB7-Th:PC71BM
films at thermodynamic equilibrium state at different annealing
temperatures. Quantifying the liquidus miscibility gives a good
agreement between both methodologies (Figure 5c). Remark-
ably, its liquidus has an opposite trend and thermal dependence
compared to the PBDT-TS1:PC71BM system. Neither system
seems to be a pure LCST (lower critical solution temperature) or
a UCST (upper critical solution temperature) system, which will
be discussed later. FTAZ:EH-IDTBR is a nonfullerene polymer:-
small molecule system. The VLM images (Figure S5) indicate
that the micrometer-scale EH-IDTBR crystals can also be
generated in the blend films after sufficiently thermal annealing,
suggesting that it is eligible to apply this UV−vis method to
FTAZ:EH-IDTBR system to quantify the liquidus miscibility.
When the spectra of FTAZ:EH-IDTBR blend films annealed at
various temperatures are fitted with the reference spectra, the
fitted spectra match well with the corresponding measured
spectra (Figure S5), demonstrating that this UV−vis method-
ology should work for nonfullerene polymer:small molecule
systems as well and that the methodology can very likely be
extended to the many nonfullerene acceptors currently under
development.29 The results of the liquidus miscibility between
FTAZ and EH-IDTBR are shown in Figure 5d. The results from
these five different systems demonstrate that the proposed UV−
vis absorption method is valid and generally applicable to
measure the liquidus miscibility of polymer solar cell blends.
Figure 6. Transmission VLM images of phase-separated blends of (a) 1:1 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM, (b) 6:4 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM,
and (c) 7:3 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM annealed at 200 °C for 66 h and UV−vis absorption spectra at different annealing time for (d) 1:1 (w/w)
PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM, (e) 6:4 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM, and (f) 7:3 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM annealed at 200 °C.
DOI: 10.1021/acs.chemmater.8b00889
Chem. Mater. 2018, 30, 3943−3951
3948
Regarding the D/A ratio used in the experiments, it is
necessary to demonstrate its impact on the final results as it
impacts the density, thickness and volume fraction of the small
molecule crystals. Taken as an example, PffBT4T-
C9C13:PC71BM blends are made with three different D/A weight
ratio (1:1, 6:4, 7:3) and fitted with their corresponding reference
spectra, respectively. With increasing D/A ratio, the density and
size of PCBM crystals are reduced (Figure 6), and thus the
parasitic scattering of long-wavelength light30 below the
absorption gap due to the crystals reduces, indicated by the flat
feature above 800 nm in the UV−vis absorption spectra shown in
Figure 6. After the long-term thermal annealing at the same
temperature, the PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blends with different
D/A ratios yield almost the same uncorrected liquidus
miscibility, proving that the liquidus miscibility is intrinsic to
the material system, regardless of PCBM loading. Furthermore,
and most importantly, it reconfirms that the PCBM crystals do
not materially impact the measurements of the composition of
the thin matrix areas between them. But the uncertainty can be
reduced with increased D/A ratio. Specifically, the calculated
uncorrected liquidus miscibility for 1:1 (w/w) PffBT4T-
C9C13:PC71BM blends annealed at 200 °C is 4.67 ± 2.82%, for
6:4 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blends annealed at 200 °C is
4.06± 1.68% and for 7:3 (w/w) PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM blends
annealed at 200 °C is 3.94 ± 1.31% (details in Figure S6). The
reduced uncertainty may be attributed to the reduced scattering
background at long wavelengths. In principle and if needed for
high accuracy absolute results rather than relative measurements
to asses the temperature dependence, a D/A ratio can be
determined and used for which the density of the PCBM crystal
is very low.
4. DISCUSSION
We note that in many application and devices, it is not the
liquidus, but the amorphous miscibility gap, that is, the binodal
(see Figure 1), that matters the most when considering device
performance and processing strategy.14 This has been discussed
by Ye et al. for the case of OPVs where the crystallization of the
small molecule is suppressed,16 Ye et al. also outlined a strategy
how to derive the amorphous miscibility from the liquidus
miscibility by estimating the chemical potential of the small
molecule crystals. This can be achieved with the use of
differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) measurements and
analyzing the results using phenomenological and theoretical
thermodynamic relationships. For amorphous donors, our
measurements do not need to be corrected for the crystalline
volume fraction and directly yield the liquidus miscibility, and the
methodology pioneered by Ye et al. can be used without further
corrections. For semicrystalline polymers, our method yields
uncorrected liquidus miscibility. In this approach, it is assumed
for semicrystalline donors that the polymer crystals have
negligible interactions with the small molecule and the
measurements are dominated by the amorphous volume fraction.
If cocrystals are formed, the results might have be interpreted in
terms of a solidus phase transition. The uncorrected data can be
converted to liquidus miscibility by normalizing for the volume
fraction of the crystalline polymer after determining the degree of
crystallinity of the polymer in the blends by a variety of
methods.31−33 It is also possible that reasonable estimates can be
made about the crystallinity from relative measurements and
comparisons to benchmark polymers such as P3HT, which have
a degree of crystallinity of 30−50%.31 The thus deduced
amorphous miscibility and binodal could then be parametrized
and modeled using a number of approaches, a topic outside the
scope of the current work, but worth considering to understand
its eventual reach.
There are generally two main types of phase behavior in T-ϕ
phase diagrams:34,35 lower critical solution temperature (LCST)
and upper critical solution temperature (UCST). In LCST, the
mixture is miscible at lower temperature and immiscible at higher
temperature while it is the opposite in UCST. In the simplest
approximation, the χ−ϕ phase diagram can be simulated from
and parametrized by the Flory−Huggins solution theory,16 and
an effective χ(T) can be deduced after combining the T−ϕ and
χ−ϕ phase diagrams. Generally, χ is inversely proportional to the
absolute temperature (T),36 that is, χ = A + B/T, where A and B
are temperature-independent constants and T is the absolute
temperature. We note that most organic materials system exhibit
UCST behavior and LCST is relatively rare.37−39 In contrast,
prior STXM work on a number of semiconducting systems has
shown that an unusually high fraction of 3 out of 9 systems
showed LCST-type behavior.16 However, these conclusions
were based on only three temperatures. Here, due to extension to
more temperatures, we are able to observe even more complex
behavior and it is interesting to note that there is a mixture of
LCST and UCST in the two amorphous systems: PBDT-
TS1:PC71BM and PTB7-Th:PC71BM where χ = A + B/T is not
applicable anymore. The 2D patterns (Figure S7) of GIWAXS
(grazing incident wide-angle X-ray scattering) for thermally
annealed PBDT-TS1: PC71BM films show that only the PC71BM
is crystallized and tends to bemore oriented at high temperatures
while the PBDT-TS1 stays amorphous after annealing,
suggesting the complicated phase diagram of the PBDT-
TS1:PC71BM is the result of the amorphous−amorphous
interactions. This complicated phase diagram is likely a result
of a complex temperature dependence of the entropic
contributions related to the differential volume changes and
asymmetric thermal expansion as a function of temperature. This
unusual behavior might be attributable to the complex molecular
rearrangement of the materials at different temperatures. We also
note that LCST systems are often associated with strong
directional bonds such as hydrogen bonds between the two
components of a blend. These attractive bonds lead to mixing at
low temperatures and need to be broken first at higher
temperatures before the system can phase separate. We note
that many semiconducting materials have very dissimilar
moieties with a polar/polarizable backbone and very nonpolar
side chains. This might lead to directional interactions similar to
hydrogen bonds. These complicated interactions and thus
currently unpredictable phase diagrams emphasize the necessity
of the measurement of liquidus and subsequent binodal to
optimize the device performance and stability as discussed by Ye
at al. in more details.
The quantitative relation between χaa, related to the
amorphous miscibility, and device fill factor has been established
in a number of PSC systems.14 In general, the high amorphous
miscibility tends to induce less pure domains and thus increase
charge recombination while excessively low amorphous
miscibility can result in pure donor or acceptor aggregations
where charges might be trapped for the lack of sufficient
percolation pathways. An amorphous miscibility that is too low
corresponds to a high thermodynamic limit of the domain purity
in the mixed amorphous phase which may result in the
spontaneous phase demixing of quenched morphologies and
burn-in degradation. For example, PffBT4T-C9C13:PC71BM,
which shows a very low uncorrected liquidus miscibility beyond
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the percolation threshold, is reported to have a decrease in Jsc of
over 10% for the devices stored even in the dark for 5 days due to
the burn-in degradation as the system evolves from a quenched
state toward the metastable equilibrium of the binodal.16
We have demonstrated that the proposed UV−vis method-
ology can be successfully applied to polymer:fullerene and
polymer:nonfullerene small molecule systems to measure the
(uncorrected) liquidus miscibility and would like to briefly
discuss the possible extension to polymer−polymer and small-
molecule:small-molecule systems. The latter should be straight-
forward, as long as one of the components crystallizes. If neither
component crystallizes, then a method with sufficient spatial
resolution is required to interrogate the individual domains that
are both possibly in a mixed state. Since it is too difficult for
polymer blends to phase separate and form the micrometer-size,
thick pure crystals of a single kind of polymer during thermal
annealing, it will be impossible to apply this UV−vis method-
ology to all-polymer systems. Bilayer interdiffusion experiment
by SIMS or reflectivity methods might then be the most
appropriate method.
5. CONCLUSION
In summary, a novel and widely accessible method based on the
combination of visible light microscopy and a UV−vis absorption
spectroscopy has been successfully developed to quantify the
temperature-dependent (uncorrected) liquidus miscibility be-
tween the polymer donor and small molecule acceptor. This
UV−vis method has shown beneficial characteristics such as wide
accessibility, easy operation, general applicability and good
reliability. Consequently, the UV−vis method shows promise of
replacing STXM and becoming a common method in character-
izing the uncorrected liquidus miscibility. Nowadays, hundreds
of nonfullerene small molecule acceptors are synthesized to
replace fullerene acceptors40 and obtain the record power
conversion efficiency up to >14%.41 As demonstrated herein, this
UV−vis method is also applicable for these nonfullerene systems
to understand the impact of the miscibility between the donor
and the nonfullerene acceptor, which can help predict the
morphology of a certain system. It will be instructive in screening
out the promising materials combinations when new materials
are synthesized and constructive by optimizing the processing
strategies such as the processing temperature for a system before
laborious trial-and-error. Additionally, the ease and wide
accessibility of this developed method can assist to make the
concept of liquidus miscibility more extensively utilized and
further develop thermodynamic studies. Since the miscibility
between different materials is a general parameter significant in
determining the property in many different aspects, this UV−vis
methodology has the potential to be applied in other research
fields beyond organic solar cells, such as organic light-emitting
diodes (OLED), organic field-effect transistors (OFET), ferro-
electric devices and organic thermoelectrics and other two
component materials systems with partial miscibility.
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